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AN 
AUTHENTIC NARRATIVE 
f OF THE 


TREATMENT or Tus ENGLISH, 


WHO WERE TAKEN PRISONERS 


On THE 


REDUCTION OF BEDMW ORE, 


BY TIPPOO SAIB; 


From the 28th of Ayz1L, 1783, the Day of Capitulation, 
to their Enlargement on the 25th of ArRIL, 1784, after 
near Twelve Months Confinement under a continued Series 


of unrelenting Acts of Cruelty, 


ALSO, 


An Account of thoſe who periſhed during the above Period, 
By CAPTAIN HENRY OAKES, 


ADJUTANT GENERAL to the Army unde the Com- 
mand of GENERAL MaATHEws, on that Expedition, 
a Fellow-ſufferer and Spectator of the horrid Scenes 
which he deſcribes, ; 


To WHICH 1s ADDED an APPENDIX, 

Relative to the Conduct of the BRITISH FORCES, upon their fir 
becoming Maſters of that Place. 

Br LIEUTENANT JOHN CHARLES SHEEN, 

Of the Firſt Battalion of Sxrors, who was upon the ſame Service. 
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ADVERTISEMENT: 


THIS Narrative is publiſhed from a 
Manuſcript written by Captain Oakes ; 

the Printer has, by Miſtake, throughout 
the Account, in mentioning Tir roo 
Saip's Office, called him Nawavus, in- 
ſtead of Nazos ; the Reader is requeſt- 


ed to correct this Error as often as it 


OCCUTS, 


"This 


K © 
This Account ſtates the Hardſhips 


and Cruelties our People - ſuffered, 


but leaves us in the Dark as to the 


Cauſe. 


There were two Motives for adding 
LIEUTENANT SHEEN's Letter, which 1s gi- 
ven as an APPENDIX : firſt, his Account 
commences at an earlier Period, and 
conſequently includes a Number of 
intereſting Circumſtances unnoticed by 
Captain Oakes, The other Induce- 
ment is common Juſtice, as it illuci- 
dates the Cauſe of TIroo Sa1s's Cruelty 


to our People. 


His 


E  J 
His Conduct was evidently founded 
upon Principles of Retaliation; and 
Candor muſt acknowledge that the 
Conduct of the Company's Army goes 
a conſiderable Way in Juſtification of 
that of the Enemy. 


London, March goth, 
1785. 
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AN 


AUTHENTIC NARRATIVE, Kc. 


T HE * of 1 having lafied feren- 
place on the twenty-fourth of April, 1783; 
and on the twenty- ſixth of the ſame month, 
Brigadier General Richard Mathews, Com- 


teen days, a "ceſſation of arms too e 


mander in Chief of the forces on the Weſtern 


fide of India, called a council of war, who 
(after deliberating on the ſituation of affairs,) 
came to a reſolution of capi on the 


following terms, viz. 
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« That the garriſon ſhould march out of 
the fort with the honors of war, and pile their 
arms on the glacis : That all public ſtores 
ſhould remain in the fort: That all priſoners, 
taken ſince the ſiege began, ſhould be deliver- 
ed up: That after being joined by the garri- 
ſons of Cowladroog and Annantpore, (who 
were included in theſe articles,) the whole 
ſhould have full liberty to march, unmoleſted, 
with all their private property, to Sadaſhagur, 
from thence to embark for Bombay: That 
Tippoo Sultaun. Nawaub Bahauder ſhould 
furniſh a guard to march with the Engliſh 
troops, for their protection through the 
country ; which guard ſhould be under the 
orders 'of Brigadier General Mathews : That 
Tippoo Sultaun Nawaub Bahauder ſhould 
likewiſe furniſh the Engliſh troops with a 
plentiful buzzaur, and proper conveyances for 
the fick and wounded, during their march to 
Sadaſhagur : That a guard of one hundred 
ſopoys from the garriſon of Bednore, with 
their arms and accoutrements, and thirty-ſix 
rounds of ammunition, ſhould attend Briga- 
dier General Mathews, as a body-guard, du- 
4 ring 
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ring the march to Sadaſhagur: And that Tip- 
poo Sultuan Nawaub Behauder, for the per- 
formance of the articles on his part, ſhould 
deliver two hoſtages prior to the garriſon's 
0 out of the fort.“ 


The capitulation having Wy "Rs the 
batters received, and doolies ſent for the 
ſick and wounded, the garriſon. marched - 
of the fort, with the honours of war, on the 
twenty-cighth of April, 1783, and after piling 
their arms on the glacis, were immediately 
eſcorted, by a ſtrong body of the enemy, to 
a tank about half a mile beyond the Onore- 
gate, where the General was jnformed he 
muſt encamp that night, to which he reluct- 
antly conſented, it being his intention to hays 
marched two miles fartge r. 


When the whole came. up, the enemy 1 
rounded us and poſted ſentries on every ſide, 
beyond whom no perſon was permitted to 


The General calling for his body-guard, 
was informed that the enemy had forcibly 
B 2 taken 
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taken away their arms and ammunition, im- 


mediately on their leaying the fort, and had 
alſo deprived many of the officers of their fide- 
arms. % | 


Lieutenant M*Kenzie, of the rooth regi- 
ment, (who had a few days before been ſhot 
through the body) was forced out of his dooly 
by the enemy, with their bayonets, as he was 
coming out of the fort, and ſeveral others were 
treated in the like cruel manner, 


oy Captain Facey of the Bombay eſtabliſhment, 
with fifty fick and wounded, were detained 


in the fort till the next morning, with Mr. 


Shields, affiſtant-ſurgeon ; by whom we 


were informed, that an Engliſhman in the 
Nawaub's ſervice came up to him, and told 
him he was extremely ſorry to find him in 


ſuch a ſituation ; that he need entertain no 


hopes of getting away, for the Nawaub had 
been forging irons for the garriſon, ever ſince 
his arrival before the place ; and that he him- 
ſelf had been taken and uſed in the ſame man- 


ner, in the Carnatic, after the garriſon had 
: capitulated. | 


Early 


( $:) 


Early in the morning, while the troops 
were preparing to march, the General receiv- 
ed a meſſage from the Nawaub, deſiring to 
ſee him, together with Captains Eames and 
Lendrum of the Bombay eſtabliſhment, and 
Mr. Charles Stewart, the paymaſter : he. ac- 
cordingly went, accompanied by thoſe: gen- 
tlemen, and took ſeveral of the officers. ſer- 
vants along with him, in hopes of recovering 
thoſe articles of which they had been plun- 
dered: the hoſtages, of their own accord, 
ki Es Ah the General, 


Soon after their departure, 2 good buzr 
zaur, furniſhed with a great variety of pro- 


. viſions and other articles, arrived in camp; at 


the ſame time people came to carry away the 
doolies, out of which they threw the fick 
and wounded in a moſt inhuman manner, 
ſeizing thoſe who had lately ſuffered ampu- 
tation, by the ſtumps, and left them in that 
painful wretched condition upon the bare 
ground, entirely expoſed to the heat of the 
ſun; being aſked the cauſe of ſuch barbarous 
treatment, the brutes only replied, ©. They 
| | had 
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had received orders to make the doolies two 
ors longer.” | | 


| The troops had waited with the greateſt 
impatience for the General's return, till five 
o clock in the evening, when intelligence was 
received, that the General and the gentlemen 
who accompanied him, were (immediately on 
their arrival at the Durbar, without being 
admitted into the Nawaub's preſence) made 
cloſe priſoners. 


At ten o'clock at night we were alarmed 
by the arrival of an additional force of the 
enemy, when the guards turned out and 
poſted double ſentries all round us; their de- 
fign was eaſily ſeen through, though they 
endeavoured to lull our ſuſpicions with the 
pretext, that thoſe guards which had been 
firſt placed over us, were a part of Mahomed 
Ally s troops, who were going to be reheved | 
in order to be rat to Mangulore, | 


The next morning we perceived the ene- 


my had ſpies in every part of our camp, and 
emiſſaries 


(%3 
emiflaries employed to entice the W 20 
enter into their er. | ' 


About ten o'clock a meſſage was received 
from the Nawaub, deſiring to know what 
number of tents we wanted, at the ſame time 
informing us we were to remain there ſome 
days: the tents we refuſed, but a letter, 
figned by all the officers, was written to the 
Nawaub, requiring him immediately to fulfil 
the terms of capitulation, which letter was 
ſent to him by Major! Fewtrill of the Bom- 
bay eſtabliſhment (who was ordered into 
Bednore, with Captain Alſton, commanding 
officer of His Majeſty's troops, and. Lieute- 
tenant Young, Major of Brigade to the Bom 
bay troops,) but no anſwer was en 


Early in the morning of the firſt of May, 
a report prevailed that the troops were to be 
plundered of their property, which we ſoon 


Found to be too true, for at ten o'clock the 


buzzaur was taken away, the guards ordered 
under arms, and all the European officers im- 
1 ſent for to the ſpot of ground from 

whence 
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| whence the buzzaur had been taken, where 

we were, one by one, plundered by the ene- 
my, in the moſt ſcandalous manner, of our 
horſes, ptelanqueens, money, plate, watches, 
valuables, &c. and in ſhort of every article 
except our bedding and cloaths, ſearching us 
moſt minutely in every part, without the leaſt 
regard to decency: the European ſoldiers, 
black officers, and ſepoys, with their wives 
and children, as alſo all the camp-followers, 
were ſearched and plundered in the ſame in- 
decent, infamous manner, and at four o'clock 
in the afternoon were marched under a ſtrong 
guard to Bednore, the ſick and wounded be- 
ing left to periſh on the ground : ſhortly af- 
ter, the European officers, with their ſervants, 
were likewiſe conducted to Bednore, where 
we were cloſely confined in the barracks 
which had been formerly occupied by a bat- 
talian of our own ſepoys; and from the time 
the villains began to ſearch and plunder us, 
we had nothing of any kind to eat till twelve 
o'clock the next day, at which hour they 
brought and. delivered to each perſon, one 
pice and a. ſeer of the coarſeſt rice, which 


they informed us was to be the daily allow- 
ance 


( 


ance of officers and ſervants, indiſcrimin- 
ately. a 


On the fifth of the e month all our ere 
vants, except one to each officer, were tak 
away, 


On the ſixth the ſubaltern officers belong- 
ing to Annantpore were brought priſoners to 
the barracks, who informed us of their ha- 
viag ſeen the officers of Cowladroog, and the 
garriſons of that place and Annantpore, in 
irons; and alſo, that all the fine young lads 
of the third and fifteenth battalions of ſepoys, 
were, by orders of the Nawaub, forcibly taken 
away, in order to be made ſlaves of, and put 
into his Cheelah battalions. 


On the ſeventh arrived Lieutenant Miuſon of 
the tooth regiment, and Lieutenant MKen- 
zie and Barnewell of the Bombay eſtabliſh- 
ment, the two former gentlemen taken at 
Cundapore ; the latter at the commencement 
of the ſiege with Captain Gotlich of the Bom 
bay cſtabliſhm-nt—theſe gentlemen: informed 
us they had been in irons for ſome days. 

C This 
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This day we wrote a letter, üigned by all 
the officers preſent, to Lieutenant Colonel 
De Coffigne, commanding officer of the French 
troops, repreſenting to him, in a ſpirited man- 
ner, the Nawaub's baſe violation of the con- 
ditions on which Bednore ſurrendered; as 
alſo his ſhameful, cruel conduct towards the 
troops in general ; requeſting, in the name of 
His Britannic Majeſty, and the Eaſt. India 
company, that he would uſe his moſt ſtren- 
uous endeavours with the Nawaub, to per- 
ſuade him to adhere to the terms of capitula- 
tion; or, if he failed of ſucceſs in that point, 
that he would, at leaſt, obtain a mitigation of 
ſuch unprecedented uſage: we contrived to 
ſend this letter by a French officer who had 
been taken priſoner by us during the ſiege, and 
had come to the barracks with a ſurgeon of 
that nation, to return the civilities he had re- 
ceived from ſome of our officers, during his 
confinement ; we flattered - ourſelves with 


great hopes of redreſs from this letter, parti- 


cularly as the French officer aſſured us that 


Lieutenant Colonel De Cofligne was very well 
inclined to exert himſelf in our cauſe, and 


gave us his word of honour that he would 
immediately 
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immediately wait on the Colonel, and deliver 
him our letter; but, to our utter aſtoniſh- 
ment and mortification, we never received an 
anſwer from Lieutenant Colonel De Cofligne ; 
nor did any other of the French officers come 
near us during our ſtay in the barracks, or of- 
fer us the ſmalleſt relief in our diſtreſſed ſitu- 
ation. The chagrin we felt on this occaſion, 
helped not a little to increaſe the indiſpoſition 
of many of the officers, who were daily fall- 
ing ſick of fevers and fluxes, which we could 
only attribute to our . wretched food, and the 
putrid ſtench ariſing from the neceſſary ; the 
French ſurgeons would afford us no affiſtance 
our own ſurgeons had it not 'in their power, 
having been plundered of their inſtruments 
and medicines, at the time of the general 
ſearch, 


The ſame day Doctor Carmichael of the 
Bombay eſtabliſhment was ſent for, by the 
Nawaub, to viſit Brigadier General Mathews, 
whom he found much indiſpoſed, and by 
whom he was informed, that the Nawaub- 
was endeavouring to intimidate him into a 
ſurrender of all the forts in the low country, 
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by threatening to blow him away from a 
gun, in caſe of his non-compliance. 


In the evening, the Nawaub was ſo gene- 
rous as to ſend us a preſent of thirty- five ſmall 
fowls and a few falt-fiſh, to be divided among 


u rer of 3 officers. 


On the eighth in the morning, the Captaing 
belonging to the garriſon of Cowladroog and 
 Annantpore, together with Captain Gollich, 
(who, as before mentioned, was taken pri- 
ſoner at the commencement of the fiege) were 
brought under a guard to the barracke, and 
were ſhortly after removed, with the reſt of 
the Captains, Enſign Gifford, Surgeon' s mate 
of the 1ooth regiment, Lieutenants Barne- 
well and Olivier of the Bombay eſtabliſhment, 
and Mr. Chick deputy commiſſary, to a ſepa- 

rate place of confinement. | 


On the ninth we were ordered to prepare 
to march, and were informed we ſhould not 
be allowed coolies to carry our baggage; we 
therefore packed up as much linen as we 
could well carry ourſelves, and giving our 
bedding 
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bedding to our ſervants, we all went into tho 
ſtreet, except Captain Pyne and Enſign Jenour 
of the 102d regiment, with Captain Facey, 
Lieutenants Williamſon, Baird, and Lea of the 
Bombay eſtabliſhment, who were in too deſ- 
perate a fituation, from their wounds, to be 
removed, where we were firſt ſtriped of out 
coats, and then chained two and two, by the 
hands, three of the officers being linked to 
private ſoldiers ; after which, we were a ſe- 
cond time ſearched and plundered : we were 
then ſecured in another houſe till about three 
o'clock in the afternoon, when we were led 
through crowds'of people, in this ignominious 
manner, (more like criminals going to the 
place of execution, than Britiſh officers made 
priſoners, contrary to the rules of war,) to the 
enemy's camp, a ſhort diſtance beyond the 
_ Delly-gate, where we heard we were to be 
e in a ſtrong fort, called Chettledroog. 


The enemy, at the time we were leaving 
the barracks, gave us an inſtance of the treat- 
ment we might in future expect to receive, in 
their behaviour to Lieutenant Alexander Mac. 
Donald of the Bombay eſtabliſhment, who 


Was 
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was fo extremely ill that he could ſcarcely 
ſtand ; he therefore requeſted permiſſion to re- 
main behind with the wounded officers, which 
they obſtinarely refuſed, beating him and drag- 
ing him out by the heels; but, to the honor 
of the French, we. were informed their 
treatment of Lieutenant Lambert of the Bom- 
bay eſtabliſhment, whom they had taken, dan- 
gerouſly wounded, at the commencement of 
the ſiege, was full of tenderneſs and humanity. 


On the tenth in the morning, as we were 
moving off the ground, each officer received 
three pice for that day's ſubſiſtence: we 
march'd about fifteen miles, and found the 
apprehenſions df yeſterday, fully juſtified by 
this day's uſage on the road: ſeveral of the 
ofticers who were ill, and much fatigued by 
the intenſe heat of the ſun and the want of 
water, attempting to reſt themſelves under a 
tree, were beat, in a moſt unmerciful manner, 
by the enemy, with ſwords and ſticks, while 
others were driven on with the buts of their 
firelocks, ſpit upon, and abuſed in the groſſeſt 
manner : whenever we approached a town or 
village, four or five men were advanced in 

front, 


6 


front, with horns and tom-toms, that the in- 
habitants might (by their diſcordant muſic) be 
aſſembled together, to gaze at us as we paſſ- 
ed through. We proceeded on, in this miſerable 
condition, each day bringing a renewal of 
our ſufferings, till our arrival at Simoga, (a fort 
on the banks of a river, ſixty miles eaſtward 
of Bednore,) our allowance having been increa- 
ſed to one fanam each, per day, and coolies 
furniſhed to carry our bedding and cloaths, 
whenever the commanding officer of the ef- 
cort thought proper to procure them. As we 
were to halt here one day, we fondly expected 
ſome little indulgences, eſpecially for thoſe 
gentlemen who were ill; but our inhuman e- 
nemy, as if delighted with every freſh oppor- 
tunity of augmenting our afflictions, when 
entreated to afford ſome aſſiſtance to Lieutenant 
Fireworker Weſt, of the Bombay cſtabliſh- 
ment, and Serjeant Dobbins of the 102d. 
Regiment, who had been ſtruck with the ſun, 
owing to our long and ſevere marches, abſo- 
lutely refuſed it, faying, they were only 
drunk,” and ſeemed to exult in' their miſery, 
although the one was quite ſpeechleſs and the 
other raving mad; nor were they ſatisfied with 


this 
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this, but even extended their brutiſh inſults 


to the lifeleſs body of Lieutenant Waugh of 


the Bombay eſtabliſhment, whoſe death was 
evidently haſtened by the injuries he had re- 


ceived upon the road. On the fourteenth we 


had the misfortune to loſe Lieutenant Clements 
of the Bombay eſtabliſhment, who, on his 
departure from Bednore, was in perfect good 
health, but on the laſt day's march received a 
ſevere ſtroke of the ſun, of which he died, 
chained to Enſign Gilkie of the lame eſtabliſhy 
ment, who remained in that ſituation ſeveral 


hours. 


In the evening, Lieutenant Sutton of the 
Bombay eſtabliſhment was ſeized: with the 
cramp and ſpaſms 1 in his ſtomach, and by his 
violent contortions gave great pain to Lieute- 
nant Reddie of the ſame eſtabliſhment, who 
was hand-cufted to him, and in great danger 
of having his arm broke, and who, far unrivet- 
ing the irons, though he had permiſſion from 
one of the eſcort ſo to do, was immediately 
taken to a tree and threatened to be hanged, 


for which purpoſe ropes were prepared, and 
'the Jemmahdaur informed us he had received 


orders 
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orders from the Nawaub to hang every one 
who ſhould even attempt to free himſelf from 
his fetters ; but, on a ſubmiſhve repreſentati- 
on of the buſineſs, Lieutenant Reddie was fo 
far indulged, as to eſcape only with a few 
laſhes: we again made application for aſſiſ- 
tance to Lieutenant Sutton, to which we re- 
ceived the following ſanguinary reply, mingled 
with a large ſhare of Eaſtern abuſe ; let him 


die, and when he is dead we'll drag him out 


of the camp by his heels; however, by the 
merciful hand of Proyidence he recovered in a 
tew hours, 


About ten o'Clock at night came on a moſt 
violent thunder-ſtorm which laſted ſome hours, 
and having no kind of ſhelter from the rain, 
we all ſuffered exceedingly, particularly the 
fick, whoſe diſorders were much increaſed by 
it: ſome of the gentlemen who were troybled 
with ſevere fluxes and agues, being much ef- 
fected by the rain and raw cold wind, went 
to ſome fires, made by the guard after the ſtorm 
had ceaſed, in order to warm themſelves, but 
were ſoon given to underſtand that it was too 
great an indulgence for Britiſh Officers to en- 

__— joy, 
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Joy, being ;nftantly drove away by the enemy, 
with the buts of their firelocks. 


| We left this place on the morning of the 
fifteenth, and after a ſhort march, arrived at 
Holly Honoor, (a fort ſituated on the eaſt- 


bank of a rapid river) and, for the firſt time 


ſince we began our march, were brought un- 
der cover. 


As Enfign Cadogan of the Bombay eſtab- 


| liſhment, who was extremely ill, was coming 


into the fort, and endeavouring to ſhift his po- 
ſture in the quilt in which he was carried, re- 
ceived a blow on the head from one of the 


coolies, and died a ſhort time aſterwards ; 


he was, in like manner with the former de- 
ceaſed officers, {triped of eyery article, and, 
in that naked ſtate, thrown into. a hole by 
the ſide of the river, without ſuffering us ta 
pay our laſt duty to the corpſe. As we ap- 
proached the deſtined place of confinement, 
our eſcort began-to relax a little in their ſeve- 
rity, ſupplying bullocks to ſome of the ſick 
to ride on, (for the uſe of which we gave part 
pf the few cloaths- we had with us,) by flow 


marches 
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we arrived on the twenty-firſt of May, 
1783, at Chettledroos, a ſtrong and almoſt 
impenetrable fortreſs, irregularly built on 


the end of a ridge of hills, riſing in a flat 


country, 128 miles eaſtward of Bed- 
nore. Here we were led in triumph to a 
ſtreet leading to the Durbar, 'where we 
were detained, ſurrounded by crowds. of 
people, till four o'clock in the afternoon, 
at which hour all the ſervants, (except one 
to every five officers) were taken away z 
they then ſeparated us into. two parties, 
and marched us up, through ten very 
ſtrong gateways, to the top of one of the 
higheſt hills, and. there cloſely confined, 
us in two ſeparate houſes ;. and after hav- 
ing a third time marched and plundered 
us, our hand- cuffs were knocked off, and 
irons put upon our legs. Late in the even- 
ing (having had nothing to eat the whole 
day,) they brought us ſome rice, with 
wood and water to dreſs it, and next morn- 
ing we were ordered to deliver up all our 
knives. and papers, but were permitted to 
keep a few books which ſome of the offi- 
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cers had brought with them : they then 
furniſhed us with an hand-mill for the 
purpoſe of grinding rice, which afterwards 
became our chief employment: about ten 
| o'clock a Brahmin came up, and deliver» 
ed to each perſon one teer of the coarſeſt 
rice and two pice, with wood ſufficient to 
cook our viduals, which he told us was 
to be our daily allowance: our ſervants 
were allowed, each, only one pice a day: we 
were alſo furniſhed with a buzzaur, pretty 
well ſupplied with every article. except 
butchers meat, We were at this time con- 
fined entirely to the houſe, but informed 
that a neceffary was building in the outer 
yard, to which, when finiſhed, we ſhould 
be permitted to go. On the twenty-ninth, 
the neceſſary being completed, two gentle 
men at a time, were permitted to go into 
the outer yard, a ſmall area ſurrounded by 


a high wall. 


On the fourth of June, we ſent our 


compliments to Dowlat Bhance, the Jem- 
mahdaur 
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mahdaur of the province, acquainting him 
it was our king's birth-day, and, on that 
account, requeſting we might be allowed 
ſome meat ; in conſequence of this appli- 
cation, out of his great generoſity, he 
ordered a ſmall lean ſheep to be ſent up, 
for which we paid a moſt exorbitant 
price, and which was but of little ſervice 
to us, who were now, forty in number. 


On the eighth, the wood (which had 
hitherto been daily ſerved out to us) was 
ſtopped, nor would the enemy ſupply us 
with more until we conſented to pay for 
it, which additional expence deprived us 
of balf our paltry daily allowance. 


On application being made for medi- 
cines for the ſick, we were informed, 
c that the ſtricteſt orders had been iflued 
not to ſupply us with any, that we had 
not come there to live, and that the Na- 
waub would be very happy to hear we 


were all dead;” thoſe gentlemen who were 
ul, 
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ill, appeared from this circumſtance, to 
deſpond exceedingly, ſeeing no proſpect 
of recovery, except from the efforts of 
nature : thus unhappily ſituated, we uſed 
every means to procure ſome medicines, 
but all in vain ; for the ſentries (to whom 
we applied) told us they would willingly 
bring us ſome, provided they could do it 
with ſafety, but that were they detected, 
they would forfeit their ears and noſes. 


On the thirteenth, three women who 
were confined with us, were decoyed out 
by a report of ſome fine falt-fiſh being in 
the buzzaur; on their going out, the doors 
of our priſon were immediately ſhut, and 
ſoon after we were alarmed with horrid 
ſhrieks, and the cries of murder, and 
could plainly hear the women call upon 
us for aſſiſtance; but, as it was totally out 
of our power to afford them any, we 
could only deplore their fituation in anxi- 
ous ſuſpence, not knowing what might 
be their fate; however, an hour had not 

| elapſed, 
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elapſed, before our apprehenfions were 
agreeably relieved. by their ſafe return, 
when they informed us they had been very 
roughly handled and narrowly ſearched, 
and that a few pagodas (which they had 
found means to conceal) had been taken 
from them. | 


On the fifteenth, we were deprived of 
the buzzaur, nothing being brought for 
ſale but ſour milk, ſalt, chillies, tamarinds, 
and tobacco. About midnight, Serjeant 
Dobbins of the 102d regiment (who had 
been ill of a fever ſome days,) departed 
this life ; and when the doors of the pri- 
ſon were opened in the morning, we made 
the Wardee Wallah acquainted with the 
circumſtance, and requeſted the corpſe 
might be immediately taken away and 
| decently intered, for we feared the putrid 
ſtench that aroſe from it, might occafion 
ſome infectious diſtemper ; but, inſtead of 
complying with our ' requeſt, he told us 
we muſt dig a grave in the priſon and 


bury 
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bury him there; we then repreſented to 
him the offenſive inconvenience of ſuch 2 
meaſure, as likewiſe the impoſſibility of 
doing it, having no tools for the purpoſe ; 
to which he replied, *©* dig it with your 
nails; however, after many humble en- 
treaties we at laſt gained our point, and 
the funeral ſervice having been read, the 
corpſe was tied up in a mat, and carried 
out of the priſon by our ſervants, after 
which, the enemy tied a rope about the 


neck and took it away. 


On the twentieth, they deprived us of 
the ſour milk, ſo that we had then nothing 
to ſubſiſt on but rice alone, without any 
other vehicle than water to carry it down; 
uncertain how this diet might agree with 
us, and ſeveral of the officers being lick, 


A 9 44 


became e e and our proſpects dread - 
ful, from a belief that the worſt was yet 
to come; and their taking away a few 


onions, (which one of the gentlemen had 
| reſerved 
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reſerved from the time of our being do- 
prived of the buzzaur, juſt as they were 
going to be boiled, ſerved to confirm our 
ſuſpicions. Our neceſſary began at this 
time to be very offenſive, for thoſe who 
were ill were unable to go to the outſide 
neceffary, nor were any of us ſuffered to 
go to it, from ſun-ſet to ſun-riſe, for 
during that time, the doors of our priſon 
were faſt. locked. Our cook-room, as 
well as the neceſſary, was in the priſon, 
on one fide, we therefore laboured under 
another diſagreeable inconvenience from 
being in a. continual ſmoke the greateſt 
part of the day, while immenſe ſwarms 
of rats, bugs, fleas, and other kinds of 
vermine conſtantly diſturbed. our muy 


reſt. 


The daily inſults we received from our 
cruel, tyrannical enemy, joined to the reſt 
of our treatment, when compared with 
our former ſituations in life, at times, de- 
preſſed our ſpirits and hurt our feelings ſo 
much, that words cannot do juſtice to 
F E our 
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our ſufferings ; but, on reflection, recol- 
lecting we were Britons, and how ſhame- 
ful it was to yield to gloomy deſpair, we 
reſumed our uſual gaiety of mind, deter- 
mined by the help of Providence, to ſur- 
mount every difficulty, in hopes of future 
revenge. 


On the twenty-ninth died, Lieutenant 
William Paterſon of the 102d. regiment ; 
when the enemy came in before his body 
was cold, and, vulture-like, ſeized upon 
the few remaining things belonging to 
to him, threatening to, puniſh with rigour 
thoſe gentlemen who ſhould attempt to 
' conceal any part of them; after permitting 

us to read the funeral ſervice, the corpſe 
was removed. | 


We now became exceedingly anxious to 
learn the ſituation of affairs, and punctu- 
ally liſtened every night to the converſa- 
tion of the guard, from whom we hoped 
to gather ſome intelligence, and were not 
diſappointed ; for we were frequently gra- 

| tied 
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tified with the moſt flattering and plauſible 
accounts of our ſucceſſes againſt the Na- 
waub, which accounts were ſometimes 
confirmed, and at other times contradict» 
ed by the ſentries with whom we had fre- 
quent opportunities of converſing during 
the day ; we queſtioned them concerning 
our Europeans and ſ-poys, Who were con- 
fined in the fort, and they told us that the 
former were treated in the ſame manner 
as ourſelves, but that the latter, with our 
ſervants, were only allowed one ſeer of 
rauggy (which is the worſt grain in the 
country,) and one pice each per day; that 
they were employed during the day, to 
work as coolies, carrying ſtones, mud, 
and chunam, for erecting, and repairing 
the enemy's works, and that in the even- 
ing, after they had finiſhed their labour, 
they were confined 1n priſon, with irons 
upon their legs, and their hands tied be- 
hind them; they further informed us, 
that our ſepoys had been frequently aſked 
to enter into the enemy's ſervice, and 
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threatened to be hanged, in caſe they re- 
fuſed to do ſo, being told at the fame time, 
that all the European officers had taken 
ſervice; but that our ſepoys diſregarded 
their threats, and told them with a firm 
reſolution, that not a man of them would 
enter, that they would ſqoner die working 
as coolies, and that they well knew none of 
the European officers had taken, or would 
take ſervice : this pleaſing news of the for- 
titude and fidelity of our brave ſepoys, 
who were labouring under ſuch cruel hard- 
ſhips, gave us the utmoſt ſatisfaction, and 
conſiderably lightened the burden of our 
own ſufferings. 


On the third of July, Doctor Carmi- 
chael of the Bombay eſtabliſhment, had his 
Irons taken off, and was conducted below 
to viſit Dowlat Bhauee, the Jemmahdaur, 
who was ſuddenly taken ill; the doctor 


returned in the evening, and informed us 


that after preſcribing for him he gave him 
a moſt excellent dinner, and made him an 
offer 


(as 


offer of remaining in a houſe, below, 
which he declined ; Dowlat Bhauee alſo 
promiſed the Doctor, that he ſhould not 
again be put in irons, which was invari- 
ably adhered to, 


On the eleventh of this month, died 
Lieutenant Auchinleck of the Company's 
troops; he had been Jong ill of a flux, 
and tho' frequent applications were made 
to have his irons taken off, thoſe worſe 
than brutes would not conſent to it; 
but, about an hour before his death, they 
brought up a blackſmith, and, though 
ſtrongly ſolicited not to diſturb him in his 
laſt moments, they poſitively inſiſted on 
knocking off his irons, which they effect- 
ed with great pain to the poor dying man. 


On the ſeventh of Auguſt, having been 
told by the ſentries that a Mharatta army 
with a detachment of Engliſh troops was 
approaching Chettledroog, our ſpirits were 


much elated, as we could not avoid giving 
ſomę 
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ſome credit to the report, from the cir- 
cumſtance of ſome of the principal men 
belonging to the government coming up, 


and enquiring whether any of us under- 


ſtood the nature of the mortars, or how to 
cut fuzes, of which we all diſclaimed ha- 
ving any knowledge; they then called out 
five officers, to whom they offered conſi- 
derable commands in the Nawaub's ſer- 
vice, as alſo to the reſt of us, provided we 


would enter; but their offers were of 
courſe rejected with diſdain. 


On the twenty-ſeventh, our daily al- 
lowance was augmented to three pice 
each, and we were informed that a ceſ- 
ſation of arms had taken place between 
the Eaſt India company and Tippo Sul- 
taun Nawaub Bahauder, that peace was 
actually on foot, and that the Burrah Mire 
would be ſent by the Jemmahdaur to ac- 
quaint us with it; we waited impatient- 
ly for a confirmation of this joyful news; 
till five o'clock in the eyening, when the 

Burrah 
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Burrah Mire made his appearance, and 
_ acquainted: us, in a very formal manner, 
that peace was concluded between the 
aforeſaid belligerent powers ; that in the 
men time we ſhould have a buzzaur, and 
requeiied to know all our wants. | 


We were deluded into a firm belief of 
this intelligence for five days, but on the 
firſt of September were undeceived, by 
the buzzaur being taken away, and the 
additional pice ſtruck off: upon making 
enquiry into the caufe of this ſudden 
change, we were told that the Burrah 
Mire would ſatisfy us on that head; but 
as he did not, at that time, pay us aha 
viſit, we concluded it was only a pretext 
calculated to ſerve ſome particular pur- 


poſe. 


Y 


On the fifth of October, our daily ſub- 
ſiſtence was again augmented to three 
pice, each, and the following day a buz- 
zaur was ſent to us, in which was ghee, 

dholl, 
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dholl, ſugar, wheat-flower, muſfaulay, 


tobacco, limes, and vegetables. 


On the twentieth, the Burrah Mire a 
ſecond time made his appearance, and we 
were in great expectation of receiving 
agreeable intelligence ; but his errand was 
only to enquire whether any of us under- 
ſtood the method of making muſket-flints, 
paper, or black lead-pencils, offering great 
rewards to any perſon who would inſtruct 
him in thoſe arts. 


On the fifth of November we had the 
misfortune to loſe Doctor Carmichael of 
the Bombay eſtabliſhment, who had been 
ill for a conſiderable length of time, and 
whoſe death was much lamented by every 
gentleman in the priſon. 


. Though we found the weather in gene- 
ral milder than on the ſea-coaſt, and the 
monſoon not near ſo violent, yet our pri- 

ſon was not proof againſt the rain which 
| came 
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came through moſt parts of the roof, and 
occaſioned a dampneſs that brought on a 


low fever, of which a number of us were 
at this time il. 


On the fourth of Decembice our FRY 
vants, as they went to draw water, for the 
firſt time had an opportunity of ſpeaking 
to thoſe attending upon the gentlemen in 
the other priſon, from whom we had the 
ſatisfaction to hear that they all enjoyed 
good health, and had only loſt, during 
their confinement, Mr. Brown, Quarter - 
maſter of the 100th regiment, Enſign 
Bateman of the Bombay eſtabliſhmene, 

and a private ſoldier of the NE 


regiment, 


At Arat periods we experienced va- 
rious kinds of treatment, ſometimes meet - 


ing with leſs ſeverity than at others: we 
had an inſtance of their lenity on Chriſt- 
mas-day, when the buzzaur-man was di- 


reed to bring for ſale abundance of fruit, 
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ſweetmeats, and vegetables, together with 
ſome ſheep, two of which were purcha- 
ſed by ſome of the gentlemen, who had 
ſaved money out of their daily allowance, 
for that purpoſe. 


On the third of January, 1784, died, 
much regretted, Lieutenant Drew of the 
Bombay eſtabliſhment, after a painful, 
Fei Hin Ulneſs. 


Having the a to enquire how 
they diſpoſed of the bodies of the deceaſ- 
ed, we were aſſured by different people, 
that they were thrown over a precipice 
into an abyſs, there to be devoured by the 


tygers and vultures. 


On the tenth, butchers meat was allow-._ 
ed to be brought into the buzzaur, and 
fold in ſmall quantities, in common with 
other articles. 


Our 


r 


Our treatment was now much better 
than heretofore; we wanted for nothing 
that we could, with our ſmall allowance, 
afford to purchaſe, and as many as choſe 
were permitted to go to the outer yard, 
from ſun- tiſe to ſun-ſet. From this great 
alteration in the behaviour of the enemy, 
as alſo from their repeated aſſurances that 
peace was concluded, we were led to be- 
lieve that the happy day would ſoon ar- 
rive, when we ſhould be freed of our 
ſhackles, and once more enjoy the liberty 
of Britons, 


On the tenth of February died Lieute- 
nant Hugh Moore, of the 98th regiment, 
who, ſome days before his death, had 
been indulged with a room to himſelf, in 
a houſe in the outer yard, . which, after 
his deceaſe we were permitted to occupy 
during the day. | 


We were now poſitively aſſured that 
peace was concluded, and that all the pri- 
| F 3 | ſoners 
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ſoners would be releaſed. in a few days, 
which happy period we anxiouſly waited 
for; but, having been ſo often deceived, 


ve much ſuſpected the truth of this in- 


telligence, notwithſtanding the indulgent 
behaviour of the enemy; however, on the 


twenty-third of March, all dur doubts 


were cleared up, for early in the morning 


the Wurdy-Wollah brought up ſeveral 
blackſmiths, and informed us that he had 
Teceived orders. from Dowlat Bhauee, to 


knock off all our irons, and to acquaint us 
that peace was concluded, and that we 


were to be releaſed in a day or two. 


The emotion we felt on receiving this joy- 


ful and moſt welcome news, joined to the 


pleaſing ſenſation of having our legs at li- 


berty, no pen can deſcribe; for a while, no- 
thing but rejoicings and congratulations 
were heard re- echoing from every part of 
the priſon. | | 


After 


(0 


After we were freed from our fettets, 
we remained two days to get the proper 
uſe of our limbs; and on the twerity-fifth 
in the morning we bid adieu to our jail, 
and were conducted to an open. ſpace of 
ground, juſt without the priſon, where we 
had not. waited long, when we, at a di- 
ſtance, diſcovered our brother-officers, 
who had been ſeparated from us on our 
arrival at Chettledroog, and ſuch was our 
eagerneſs to meet, that the fixed bayonets 
of the guard could not prevent our running 
ſeveral yards to embrace each other: this 
was a period of bliis, of which the firſt 
monarch in the world might juſtly have 
envied us: we were ſo drowned in joy, 
that for a while we forgot we were ſtill in 
the hands of the enemy, but were ſoon re- 
covered from our trance, by receiving or- 
ders to proceed below, which we gladly 
obeyed, and about ten o'clock arrived at 
the Kutchery, where we had the inexpreſ- 
ſible pleaſure of meeting with Meſſr. Gor- 
don and Brunton (two Lieutenants of the 

Madraſs 
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Madraſs eſtabliſhment, who had been ta- 
ken priſoners ſome years before) and of 
ſeeing many other of our fellow ſufferers, 
both Europeans and ſepoys, but were not 


| permitted to converſe much with the lat- 


ter, 


Our ſervants, who had been taken from 
us on our arrival at Chettledroog, were 
delivered oyer to us, from whom guſhed 
tears of joy at the ſight of their maſters, 
We had not been long there, when a very 
unpleaſing ſight was preſented to our view, 
which was nothing leſs than ſeveral baſkets 
of hand-cuffs, for the purpoſe of again 
linking us two and two ; but on'making a 
forcible repreſentation to Nowlat Bhauee, 
and on ſigning à paper, wherein we gave 
our paroles of honour for our own good be- 
haviour, and bound ourſelves anſwerable 
for that of the troops, he relinquiſhed his 


intention of making us ſuffer that horrid 
ignominous puniſhment: but we were not 


ſo ſucceſsful in our —— application 
in 


e 


in behalf of our brave, faithful - ſoldiers, 
for they poor fellows, were obliged to en- 


dure that cruel penalty. 


Having been told by our ſervants, that 
ſeveral of our flave-boys had been taken 
out of the priſon, in which they were all 
confined together, and carried away on 
the twentieth of this month'; we demand- 
ed them to be given up to us, but met with 
no other ſatisfaction than being told they 
were all dead. As moſt of the officers and 
men were nearly naked, and all of us in 
want of ſhoes, we made an application for 
a ſum of money to be advanced us, on the 
honourable company's account; and were 
informed by Dowlat Bhauee, that a Buck - 
ſhy would be ſent with us, who would 
ſupply us with every ing. we could wiſh 
for. | 


Having been detained in the Kutche- | 
ry till four o'clock in the afternoon, we 
all marched at that hour, to the burying 

ground, 
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gfound, about one mile and an balf _ 
from the fort. As ſoon as we halted, 

all aſſembled togethier and related to Brow 
other our ſufferings, and on comparing 
notes, found that the officers who had been 
ſeparated from us, were uſed in every reſ- 
pet. in the ſame manner as ourſelves. 
Meſſrs. Gordon and Brunton had formerly 
been confined at Sarringapatam, where they 
were treated tolerably well, and for the 
firſt ſix months were not in irons : about 
twenty months before our arrival at Chettle- 
droog, they were'removed (with ſeveral Eu- 
ropean ſoldiers taken with Lieut. Colonel 
Bailie) to that fort where they were at firſt 
uſed remarkably well, having meat and 
liquor daily ſerved out to them, excluſive 
of their allowance of rice and pice, and 
were beſides ſupplied with a plentiful buz- 
zaur: the capture of Bednore cauſed ſame 
alteration in their treatment for the worſe ; 
but nothing very material took place, till 
thoſe gentlemen were detected in a correſ- 
pondence with Lord Macartney, (Governor 


of Madraſs) and in endeavouring to ſend a 
letter 


( 41 ) 
letter to us; in conſequence of this diſ- 
covery, they were confined by them- 
ſelves in a very ſmall dark room, the door 
of which was only ſuffered to remain o- 
pen one hour during the day ; irons were 


put on their hands as well as their legs ; 
they were fed on the ſweepings of the 


rauggy ſtorehouſe, being only allowed one 
ſeer, each, of that grain per day; were 
deprived of the buzzaur, and in every reſ- 
pect treated with the utmoſt rigour, for 
ſome months, till the ceſſation of arms 
took place; at which time their irons 
were taken off, the door of their priſon 
kept open all day, and ever after uſed in 
the ſame manner as we were, 


We learned. from our ſervants, that 
what we heard from the guard in the 
G | beginning 
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beginning of July, regarding our Euro- 
pean ſepoys, was ſtrictly true. | 


On the twenty-ſixth, having received 
no allowance of rice or pice for the pre- 
ceding day, we aſked for ſome victuals, 
and ſome hours after, a ſeer of rice and 
one pice was delivered to each perſon ; 
we were amazed at, and did not know 
how to account for the reduction of our 
pittance ; for, as peace was concluded, 
we naturally imagined our allowance 
would rather haye been augmented than 
curtailed ; but on making enquiry into 
the cauſe, were told that the commiſ- 
ſioners from Madras, employed in ne- 
gociating the treaty, had ſtipulated no 
kind of proviſion for us, and that the 
Nawaub had ſent orders to furniſh us 


with 
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with juſt as much as would keep us 
from ſtarving, and no more. 


In the evening, we received intelli- 
gence from a ſepoy (who had formerly 
been in the Engliſh ſervice) that Dowlat 
Bhauee had kept fifteen of our drum- 
mers and ſlave- boys, and confined them 
in a houſe cloſe to where he lived; alſo, 
that the Jemmahdaur had detained ten 
European ſoldiers, and twenty-three ſe- 
poys, whom he ſeparately confined in 
different parts of the fort, and had giv- 
en out that they were dead. 


This day and the twenty: ſeventh, 
ſeveral parties of our European ſoldiers 
and ſepoys, from various parts of the 
country, joined us; and as ſoon as they 
could get an opportunity, many of them 
ſhewed their gratitude and generoſity, 
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by ſending ſeveral of us a little money, 
which they had contrived to fave when 
they were firſt taken, 


As ſeveral officers obtained permiſſion 
to viſit their men, we learned that the 
Europeans had been better uſed than we 
were, except at one place, where, hav- 
ing only a feer of rauggy, and one pice 
to ſubſiſt on, they gave part of that al- 
lowance for pieces of dried ſheep-ſkine, 
which, being their uſual food, fluxed 
them ſo much, that out of two hundred 
and thirty, only one hundred and thir- 
teen ſurvived; and the enemy were ſo 
rigid as not even to allow them to waſh 
their hands and faces, or comb their 
hair, for the ſpace of four months. 


Our ſepoys were equally oppreſſed in 
every priſon, all of them having been 
s employed 


r 
employed as coolies, carrying mud, 
ſtones, and chunam, the whole time of 
their confinement, with no other allow- 
ance than one ſeer of rauggy, and one 


pice to each, and having been daily pu- 
niſhed with ſtripes, and threatened to be 


hanged for refuling to enter into the 


Nawaub's ſervice, this hard uſage 
proved the death of numbers, 


One circumſtance, with which we 
were made acquainted by ſome of the 
European ſoldiers, ſo much redounds to 
the honour of the ſepoys, that it can- 
not paſs unnoticed : | 


In ſome of the priſons, where the 
Europeans and ſepoys were confined to- 
gether, the latter ſaved money out of 
their daily allowance, and purchaſed 

meat 


( 46 ) 

meat for the former, at the ſame time 
telling them, they well knew the cuſ- 
toms of Europeans, and that they could 
not do without it: alſo, when on their 
march, they would not ſuffer the Eu- 
ropeans to carry their knapſacks; but 
the ſepoys took them and carried them 
themſelves, telling the Europeans, they 
were better able to bear the heat of the 
ſun than they were, the climate being 
natural to them. 


On the twenty-eighth, doolies having 
been provided for the ſick, we commen- 
ced our march (guarded by an eſcort of 
ſixty cavalry, and five hundred infan- 
try, under the immediate command of 
Meer Buckſhy) for Oſcottah, a fort 
laying ſixteen miles eaſtward of Banga- 
lore, and ſixty miles diſtant from the 


paſs 


ln 
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paſs into the Carnatic, where, as Dow- 
lat Bhauee informed us, all the priſon- 
ers were to be collected, and where we 
ſhould meet ſome of our own gentle- 
men, ſent from Madras, provided with 


money and every other article requiſite 
for our reception, 


The doolies were only four feet long, 
and in every, reſpect ſo bad and incom- 
modious, that no perſon who could 
poſlibly crawl, would accept of one. 


Prior to our quitting the burying- 
ground, we obtained a promiſe to march 
at what hour we choſe; but that pro- 
miſe was not adhered to, for we ſeldom 


or ever decamped before ſun-riſe. 


During 


' 
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During the march, and after we 
halted, the guards were very particular 
in keeping the ſeveral parties ſeparate ; 
but the Buckſhy was ſo good as to al- 
low many of the Europeans to take off 
their irons, 


We had made but few marches be- 
fore we found that rice alone had not 
ſufñcient nouriſhment in it to ſupport us 
under the fatigue of conſtant marching 
in the heat of the ſun; we therefore 
made a propoſal to the buzzaur-man to 
ſupply us with the mere neceſſaries of 
of life out of his ſhop, at the rate of 
four pagodas for one, to be paid him on 
our arrival at Oſcottah, to which, after 
much entreaty, he, ſeemingly, with re- 
luctance, conſented ; but he exacted ſuch 
an extravagant price for every article, 

that 


0 49) 


that we did not receive more than the 
value of half a rupee for every four pa- 
godas; however, that was a matter of 
very little confideration, when put in 
competition with the preſervation of 
our lives. "£38 


Nothing further material happened 
till our arrival at Seerahghungy, on the 
eighth of April, when the Buckſhy in- 
formed us, he expected one of the Com. 
miſſioners would overtake us that night, 
as he had heard he was yery near ; and 
the next morning, before the rear had 
marched off the ground, Mr. Sadlier, 
(a Counſellor at Madras, and one of the 
Commiſſioners) and Enfign Fomblong 
of that eſtabliſhment, overtaok us; the 
ſight of thoſe gentlemen made our hearts 
leap with joy, for nothing could be more 

" agree- 
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agrecable to us, at that time, than mect- 
iag with ſome of our countrymen. 


Thoſe gentlemen who were in the 
rear, were very cordially received by 
Mr. Fomblong ; but Mr. Sadlier's be- 
haviour was not quite ſo pleaſing , that 
gentleman, when requeſted by one of 
our officers to uſe his endeavours with 
the Buckſhy to get all the men taken 
out of irons, replied, © The ſituation the 
troops were then in, was the beſt and 
fecureſt method of marching them.“ 


Another officer repreſented to Mr. 
Sadlier, the many diſtreſſes of the offi- 


cers and men, and particularly mention- 


ed their being bare-footed, as allo the 


neceſſity we were reduced to, of pur- 


_ chaſing the mere neceſſaries of life from 


the 


(.@ 5 


the buzzaur-man; at ſuch an exhorbi- 
tant intereſt ; in anſwer to which, Mr. 
Sadlier told him he could give us no 
aſſiſtance ; and aſked him how we in- 
tended to diſcharge the buzzaur-debt ;. 
then immediately turning to another 
officer, with the cooleſt indifference; 
aſked him what corps he belonged to ? 
The gentleman who addreſſed Mr. Sad- 
lier was ſo aſtoniſhed at thoſe words, 
and his behaviour, that he could make 
him no reply, but took his leave in fi- 
lent amazement. - 


This extraordinary behaviour of Mr. 

| Sadlier, hurt our feelings more ſenſibly 
than any thing we had hitherto expe- 
rienced: ſuch treatment from the ene- 
my might have been expected; but to 
receive it from one of our own country- 
H 2 men, 
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men, and from the firſt perſon too who 


was eye-witneſs of our diſtreſs, was 
cruel beyond meaſure. 


Had this gentleman's humanity been 
as eminent as his want of it, our miſ- 
fortunes might by his means, have been 
alleviated in fome degree. | 


After a ſhort ſtay, Mr. Sadlier and 


Enſign Fomblong proceeded on their 
way to Bangalore; the former gentle- 
man leaving us a preſent of fix bottles 


and an half of various ſorts of liquors, 


which our ſituation would not allow us 
to refuſe, as we concluded it might be 
of ſervice to ſome of thoſe gentlemen 
who were fick. 


On 


= 


On the twelfth, having loſt, by death, 
only two Europeans, we arrived at Oſ- 
cottah, where we found Lieutenant 
Dallas of the Madras cavalry, with a 
detachment of that corps and two com- 
panies of ſepoys, appointed by the com- 
miſſioners to receive the priſoners : this 
gentleman's behaviour was widely dif- 
ferent from Mr. Sadlier's; the contraſt 
was a very pleaſing one, for Mr. Dallas 
came to us in the evening, (accompa- 
nied by Lieutenant Mc. Alliſter and 
Cornet Lennard of the Madras cavalry) 
and with the moſt friendly good- nature 
told us all the news, and offered every 
aſſiſtance he was able to afford us. 


On the thirteenth arrived another 
party of priſoners, whom the commiſ- 
ſioners had collected on their march 
from 
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mode of exiſting, for Mr. Dallas furniſſi- 


00 9 


from Mangulore, when a ſecond happy 
meeting enſued; and in the evening 
we all joined Lieutenant Dallas, and 
were delivered over in charge to Beem 
Row ; a Brahmin whom the Nawaub 
had appointed to conduct the priſoners 
from Oſcottah to the Carnatic, it hav- 
ing been agreed- by the treaty, that all 
the Britiſh priſoners ſhould be delivered 


up at Vellore. 


We now enjoyed a greater ſcope of 
liberty than we had ever done ſince we 
were captured, being allowed to range 
over the whole camp, and Beem Row 
was ſo good as to take all the troops out 
of irons, though he had orders from the 
Nawaub to the contrary : We alſo lived 
in perfect luxury, compared to our late 


ed 
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ed us tents, and daily ſupplied us with 
meat and liquors ; but till he found it 
a difficult matter to pleaſe every indivi- 

dual, for ſome gentlemen were much 

diſcontented with his behaviour, though 

he certainly uſed all his exertions to giye 

general ſatisfaction, 


This day arrived from Bangalore, Mr. 
Sadlier and Colonel Brathwaite of the 
Madras eſtabliſhment, which latter gen- 
tleman had obtained permiſſion from the 
Nawaub, to proceed to Madras with Mr. 
Sadlier, before the other priſoners ; they 
accordingly ſet out for £ Carnatic the 


next morning, leaving a large quantity of 
the company's liquors, and two thouſand 
pagodas, which ſum was afterwards di- 
tributed, reſerving a part for the reſt of 


the priſoners, who were hourly expect- 
ed; 
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ed: Each officer received two pagodas, 
each failor one pagoda and an half, and 
each ſoldier one pagoda, the ſepoys did 
not receive any till ſome days after, 
when they each ſhared one rupee and 
an half. 


Each of the officers alſo received a 
hat, a pair of ſhoes, four pair of ſtock- 
inzs, and a ſufficient quantity of broad 
cloth for one coat, theſe articles having 
been ſent up by the government of Mad- 
ras. | | 


On the fifteenth arrived the Ma- 
dras priſoners from Saringapatam and 
Bangalore, who (having received fre- 
quent ſupplies of caſh from Madras, and 
been better treated while in confinement, 
than the officers taken at Bednore) had 

| it 


0.2007 3 
it in their power to ſupply us with ſeve- 
ral articles we ſtood much in need of, 
which many of them gladly did in the 
moſt friendly manner; ſharing thetr 
cloaths and money with us: 


All the priſoners (in number, about 
one hundred and eighty officers, nine 
hundred European ſoldiers, and failors, 
and fixteen hundred ſepoys, beſides ſome 
hundreds of ſervants of different occupa- 
tions) were now met together, and on 
recounting to each other our ſeveral miſ- 
fortunes, the following intelligence was 
collected, viz, 


«© That at Bednore the officers left 
wounded there, were uſed much better 
than at any other place, having been 
allowed to keep all their cloaths, doolies, 

I cotts, 
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cotts, chairs, tables, knives, forks, &c. 
were beſides indulged with the free uſe 
of pen, ink, and paper; a certain part 
of the rampart, including two towers, 
was alſo allotted for them to range about 
in; their ſervants were permitted to go 
into the buzzaur to purchaſe whatever 
they choſe to ſend for, but their daily al- 
lowance was only one ſeer of rice, and one 
pice to each; when they recovered of 
their wounds (having been allowed a 
French ſurgeon to attend them) they 
were not put in irons. 


That Enſign Manly, of the Bombay 
eſtabliſnment, who had been taken in a 
ſally at Mangulore, was ſent to Bednore, 
and there confined in the ſame priſon 
with ſome ſepoys, upon no other allow- 

ance 
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ance than a ſeer of rauggy, and one picg 
per day. | 


That the officers who were ſent to 
Darwaur, (a fort near Goa) were confi- 
ned with the private men, upon' the 
ſame allowance as we were, but were 
afterwards removed to Simoga, where 
they were kept on a ſeer of rauggy and 
one pice, and their irons were fixed in 
ſuch a manner, with a ſtraight bar be- 
tween their legs, that they could neither 
contract or expand them. 


That the officers confined at Saringa- 


patam, were allowed, each, a golden fa- 
nam per day, with which they were at 
liberty to purchaſe whatever they want- 
ed. 
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That thoſe gentlemen who was con- 
fined at Bangalore, were daily allowed 
the ſame as ourſelves, but clandeſtinely 

received frequent ſupplies of caſh from 
Madras, with which they were permit- 
ed to purchaſe every article they wanted, 
© . and latterly were allowed to viſit each 
| other in their different priſons. 


| That the private Europeans alſo re- 


ceived different treatment in the various 
6: parts of the country where they were 


| impriſoned, ſome meeting with tolera- 


ble uſage, while others were treated 
| worſe than brutes, 


That the ſepoys, as before mentioned, 
were equally ill uſed in every priſon. 


That 
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That the Nawaub had circumciſed 
Lieutenants Rutlidge, Speediman, and 
Clarke of the Madras eſtabliſhment, with 
200 Engliſh ſoldiers and failors, a- 
gainſt their inclination, and had by force, 
detained them all in his ſervice ; and 
had likewiſe forcibly detained five mid- 
ſhipmen of his Majeſty's navy ; every 
man, white or black, who was known 
to be an artificer ; moſt of thedrummers 
and fifers, and ſeveral women and chil- 


dren. 


That the Nawaub, actuated by a moſt 
cruel, inhuman diſpoſition, had poiſon- 
en the following Engliſh otficers, viz. 
Brigadier General Mathews, at Saringa- 
patam : Major Rumley, Captain Fraſer, 
and Lieutenant Sampſon, of the Madras 
eſtabliſhment, at Myſore : Major Few. 

trill 
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Fewtrill ; Captains Eames, Lendrum, 


Jackſon, Mc. Culloch, Richardſon, Got- 
lich, and Clift; Lieutenants Barnewell, 
Voung and Olivier; Meſſrs. Stewart and 
Chick, all of the Bombay eſtabliſhment, 
at Coppuldroog: Captain Campbell of 
the 98th regiment, with Captains Al- 
ſton and Fiſh, and Enſign Gifford of 
the looth regiment, alſo poiſoned at 
Coppuldroog. | 


That this horrid murderer had likes 
wiſe aſſaſſinated Lieutenant Mathews of 
the Bengal eſtabliſhment, (brother to 
General Mathews) and Lieutenant 
Wheldon of the Bombay eſtabliſhment, 
at Bednore ; and had moreover, ſent di- 
rections to murder all the Engliſh of- 


ficers whom he had taken; but hearing 


that the Commiſſioners for negociating 


the 


(-65-) 
the treaty of peace, had ſet out from 


Madras, he countermanded thoſe bloody 
orders. 


That four days before the officers 
were releaſed from Bednore, all the 
Commandants, Soobahdaurs, and Jem- 
mahdams, of the Bombay eſtabliſh- 
ment, whom the Nawaub had taken 
priſoners, were, by his orders, remo- 
ved from thence, and have never fince 
been heard of; therefore, as he repeat- 
edly threatened to put them to death 
for refuſing to enter into his ſervice, it 
is reaſonable to ſuppoſe he has murdered 
thofe fine fellows, even after the peace 
was concluded.“ 


In 
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In confirmation of this news, ſeveral 
of the officers, while in priſon, received 
letters' from the three Lieutenants and 
ſeveral other of thoſe unfortunate men, 
who had been circumciſed, making them 
acquainted with the Nawaub's villanous 
conduct; and the officers who were 
priſoners at Saringapatam, daily faw 
thoſe poor fellows come on the Parade 
in Moor-mens dreſſes, and drilled by 
the enemy. 


The men who attended the dreadful 
ceremony of poiſoning General Mathews 
and the other officers, gave very parti- 
cular accounts of that horrid tranſac- 
tion. 


The two officers murdered at Bed- 
nore, were taken out at that fort, at ten 
o clock 
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o'clock at night, carried into the Jun« 
gul, and there cut to pieces, of which 
the other officers confined at Bednore, 
received the moſt - certain accounts the 
next morning, when the cloaths of thoſe 
unfortunate victims were 3 to 
them for ſale. 


This conduct of the Nawaub's muſt 

naturally impreſs every Britiſh ſubject 

with a ſhocking idea of the man's ſa- 

yage cruelty, and excite in their breaſts 

ſuch a ſpirit of revenge, as, it is to be | 

| hoped, will not be eradicated till umply 
ſatisfied, 


On the ſeventeenth, Lieutenant Dal- 
las diſmounted his cavalry, and ſupply- 
ed as many officers as he could with 
horſes, we began our march from Of+ 

K cottah, 
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eottah, eſcorted by a ſmall guard of the 


Nawaub's, towards Vellore, at which 
place we arrived on the twenty-fifth of 


April, 1784, where Mr. Dallas gave 


Beem Row a receipt for all the priſon- 
ers whom the Nawaub had delivered 
up, and we were once more at liberty 
to enjoy that freedom, which is the in- 


herent privilege of every Briton, 


Here might be added an account of 
the ill treatment of the priſoners by the 


government of Madras, fince their arri- 


val in the Company's territories ; but, 
this Narrative being only intended as a 


relation of our uſage while in the hands 
of that inveterate foe, Tippo Sultaun 
Nawaub Bahauder, we . ſhall, for the 
preſent, be ſilent on that ſubject, reſerv- 


in 
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ing it to be brought on the carpet in a 
more proper place. 


The government of Bombay, it is to 
be hoped, on our return to that ſettle- 
ment, will conſider our loſſes and ſuf- 
ferings, and convince the world that 
humanity has not totally forſaken the 
Eaſt: they will alſo, no doubt, pay the 
moſt particular attention to the merits 
of their ſepoys, by preſenting each of 
them with ſome diſtinguiſhing mark of 
military honour, for having ſhewn ſuch 
inſtances of courage, reſolution, and fi- 
delity, in their gallant behaviour during 
the campaign under the command of 
Brigadier General Mathews, and during 
their impriſonment, when Iabouring 
under the moſt cruel hardſhips, which 
will perpetuate their fame, and ſerve as 
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an example and encouragement to the 
reſt of their troops, to behave in the 
like commendable manner, ſhould they 
ever be ſo unfortunate as to be caught in 
a ſnare of the ſame kind. 


What has been advanced in favour 
of the ſepoys, is by no means with an 
intention to depreciate the character of 
the European troops, whoſe ſervices 
Have been full as conſpicuous ; but, ſuch 
behaviour is expected from the natives 
of Britannia and Hibernia, from their 
well-known national character and eſ- 


tabliſhed reputation. 


APPENDIX. 


1 


THE barbarities committed by 
Tippo Saib on General Mathews 
and his captive army, ſeem now 
to have been merely in retalia- 
tion for various enormities com- 
mitted by the troops of the Com- 
pany, as appears from the fol- 
lowing relation by LIEUTENANT 
SHEEN, of the firſt battalion of 

Sepoys, (who was upon the ſame 
expedition) in a letter to his 
father in London, dated from 
Madras, the ſecond of May, 


1784, 


« AFTER 


Ades the capture of Onore, when 
I had the honour of carrying the 
Britiſh colours in the breach on ſtorming 
it, we received a reinforcement of three 
Bombay battalions, and three regiments 
of King's troops, and marched for the 
Bednore country, about fifty miles di- 
ſtant. In our march we had ſeveral 
ſkirmiſhes with Hyder's polygars, in one 
of which, at a breaſt-work, we put 
three hundred of them to the bayo- 


net. 
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This execution ſo terrified theſe ir- 
regulars, that we met with no oppo- 
fition till we came to the Ghaut, a paſs 
about eight feet wide, and three miles 
in length, ſtrongly fortified. Luckily, as 
it happened, General Mathews knew 
nothing of this defile, otherwiſe it 


would have been madneſs in him to have 


attempted it; for if the enemy had 
made any tolerable defence, it was im- 
pregnable, | 


However, the general's want of in- 
formation was the cauſe of our ſuccels ; 
for in the eyening, part of the eleventh 
battalion, which I belong to, the light 
company of the Bombay Europeans, 
and part of the fifteenth battalion of 
ſepoys, began the attack, and took the 

firſt 


(54 
firſt barrier with very little * 


4 tion d 


When we came to the ſecond, we 
were alarmed at the prodigious num- 
ber and ſtrong poſition / of the enemy ; 
but finding it no leſs dangerous to re- 
treat than to advance, we charged. home 
in all quarters, when the motley crew 
gave way and fled, leaving about five 
hundred killed and wounded, Our 
fmall body, flufned with fucceſs, im- 
mediately proceede d with the' bayonet, 
and never ſtopped till they gained-the 
ſummit of the Ghaut, under a Heavy 
cannonading all the way. 


We then ſent an account of our ſuc- 
ceſs to the General, who expreſſed his 
aſtoniſhment and ſatisfaction at ſo ſtrong 

L a paſs 
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a paſs, defended by ſuch numbers, hav- 
ing been carried by a mere handful of 


men, not amounting to four hun- 
dred. | 


An expreſs was immediately ſent to 
the Rajah, who diſpatched a Captain 
Kelly, an officer who had been captured 
and confined in a dungeon above nine 
months, with a meſſage to. General 
Mathews, acquainting him, that if he 
would promiſe not to moleſt the inha- 
bitants, the fort and the Whole country 
ſhould be ſarrendered him. 


We accordingly marched to the capital 
of the Biddenore, where the General 
was put in poſſeſſion of the fort and 


The 
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- The Rajah took care to ſecure his 
own private property, but put the Ge- 
neral in poſſeſſion of thirty lacks of pa- 
godas, with a great quantity of dia- 
monds and other precious ſtones,. part 
of which I faw, and which he after- 
wards ſecreted and ſent by his brother 

to Bombay, | 


Unfortunately however for the Gene- 
ral, his brother ſoon after fell into the 


hands of the Nabob, who beheaded 
him. The army is yet uninformed 


whether the treaſure arrived at Bombay ; 
This by calculation is a loſs of twenty- 


five thouſand rupees to each ſubaltern 
officer, 


The Rajah after this offered to join 
us with ſome infantry and horſe, which 
the General declined. He had indeed 
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too great a contempt. of his enemy, 


' which was in a great meaſure the cauſe 
of all his misfortunes. He never left 


above eighty or one hundred men in 
any of the forts, and when Tippoo ar- 
rived he. had not aboye one Woujanc 
effeives 


The ſecond day after our arrival, the 
Rajah informed General Mathews of a 
Fort called Annampore, that was under 
his command, and gave him an order 
to the Killidar or Governor to ſurrender 
it to him on his arrival. This Fort 
was about thirty miles diſtant. The 
General accordingly diſpatched Captain 
M'Culloch, with the fifteenth  batta- 
lion of ſepoys under his command, 
to march and take Fes of the 
_ 3143 1. 


The 
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The Captain fent in a flag of truce 
with the Rajah's orders, which they 
detained, having given ſeveral evaſive 
anſwers, Captain M*Culloch- having 
informed the General of this conduct, 
Major Campbell was detached with the 
looth and 102d regiments, and the 2d 
grenadier battalion of ſepoys with four 
battering guns againſt it, | 


When a practicable breach was ef- 
feed, orders were iſſued for a ſtorm, 
and no quarter, which was immediate- 
ly put in execution, and every man put 
to the ſword, except one horſeman, who 
made his eſcape, after being wounded 
in three different places. A moſt dread- 
ful fight then preſented itſelf: above 
four hundred beautiful women either 
killed or wounded with the bayonet, 
expiring 
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expiring in one anothers arms, while 


the private ſoldiers were committing 
eyery kind of outrage, and plundering 
them of their jewels, the officers not 
being able to reſtrain them, 


The troops, however, were after« 
wards ſeverely reprimanded for it. 1 
had almoſt forgot to men tion, that ſome 


of the women, rather than be torn from 


their relations, threw themſelves into 
large tanks, where they were drowned. 


After remaining a few days at An- 
nampore, the fifth and eighth battalions 
of ſepoys were ordered ta march to Man- 
galore, a fort on the Malabar coaſt, 
ninety-two miles diſtant. On their ap- 
proach to this town, the enemy made 
ſome oppoſition, and ſprung ſeveral 

mines 
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mines, by one of which we loſt eighty 
men; but ſuch was the ſuperiority of 
our troops, and the contempt in which 
they held thoſe of Tippoo, that they 
ruized on, regardleſs of danger, and 
took, by a coup de main, eight guns, on 
which the. Killidar and -his rabble' fled 
into the fort, and left us in peaceable 
poſſeſſion of the town, though every 
ſtreet of it was mined and ſtockaded. 


The fort was then ſummoned to ſur- 
render; and on the arrival of General 
Mathews, with the main army, the 
Killidar ſhewing an intention to ſtand a 
fiege, batteries were erected, and in 
thirty-ſix hours a breach was made, 
when the Governor offered to ſurrender 
on terms, that all private property 
ſhould be ſecured, and all public deli- 


vered up to the captors, 
| This 
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This was accordingly done, with 
three large ſhips on the ſtocks, ſeveral 
oops, and a great number of armed 
— aan 


This fort was one of the ſtrongeſt 
in the Nabob's dominions, and the in- 
habitants ſo numerous, that he drew a 


greater revenue from it than from any 
other town on the Malabar coaſt. 


A ſhort time after, our colours were 
diſplayed upon the ramparts of this fort, 
it is inconceiveable what numbers of 

the natives flocked in to pay homage to 
the General. It ſeems to be the gene- 
ral principle of this people to adhere to 
the ſtrongeſt ſide, without any reſpect 
to country or religion. 
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The intention of General Mathewys's 
expedition was merely to draw Tippoo 
out of the Carnatic, which was effected 
ſoon after he heard of our rapid con- 
queſts, After taking Mangalore, the 
General thought the campaign was at 
an end, and that all his buſineſs was 
completed: indeed ſo confident was he 
that the Nabob would not leave the 
Carnatic, as to ſend the greateſt part of 
his troops into their cantonments againſt 
the rainy ſeaſon. A ſhort time, how- 
ever, convinced him of his error; for 
Tippoo, making forced marches, ſoon 
appeared before Bednore with two 
hundred thouſand men, and took the 
town immediately on his arrival. A 
French battalion ſerved as his advanced 


guard. 
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The garriſon with which General 
Mathews occupied the fort, after the 
town was taken, did not conſiſt of more 
than twelve hundred men; five hundred 
having been killed on Tippoo's firſt at- 
tack, and ſuch great numbers drafted 
and diſperſed in different quarters. The 

plains, to the utmoſt diſtance, we could 
ſee from the fort, were covered with 
the enemies horſe and foot ; yet nothing 
was done till his battering cannon ar- 
rived, when the Nabob quickly opened 
thirteen batteries, which began playing 
upon us in every quarter. This cannon- 
ading continued for twenty days, during 
which great numbers of our people were 
killed and wounded. 


The General was at length obliged ta 
ſend out a flag of truce, and afterwards 
| terms 
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terms of capitulation. The Nabob ac- 
ceded to theſe terms, which were, to 
leave in the fort, all the property we 
had taken, and to agree not to fight 
againſt him for a ſtipulated time; in 
conſequence of which he promiſed to 
let us return unmoleſted to our own gar- 
riſon: but we were firſt to march out 
and pile our arms in the front of his 
army. | 


Theſe conditions were thought fo 
ignominious, that we rejected them, 
and prepared ourſelves for freſh hoſti- 
lities, 


The next morning, at day-break, we 
accordingly made a fally in two diviſions, 
and ſtormed their grand battery, where 
we killed a few of the French, and about 
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one hundred jirregulars. This was ac- 
compliſhed almoſt in an inſtant ; but the 
main body of the enemies troops, having 
taken the alarm, began to ſurround 
us, which occafioned us to retreat with 
precipitation into the fort, in executing 


which I received a flight wound. 


On our return, a council of war was 
held, when it was the unanimous opi- 
nion of all the officers preſent, that we 
ſhould accept the proffered terms, our 
fick and wounded. amounting to five 


hundred and thirty, and lying expoſed 


to the ſun, a putrid fever at the ſame 
time raging in the fort, | 


Accordingly, on the memorable 28th 
of April, the general ordered all the 
officers to draw of the Paymaſter- general 
as much money as they wanted, 


Having 


. 


Having ſome reliance on the honour 
of the Nabob, both officers and men 
drew as much as they judged they ſhould 
have occaſion for, ſome officers taking 
two thouſand, others one thouſand pago—- 
das ; for my own. part, I luckily took 
only one hundred, the whole being on 
account of our pay. Ki 


This was all taken from the fircar pro- 
perty, which by treaty was to belong to 
the captors. But the General, being 
apprehenſive of ſo much money being 
diſcovered in the poſſeſſion of one man, 
ordered it to be diſtributed among the 
troops. 


In the afternoon of the twenty- eighth, 
we marched out and piled our arms, re- 
n gular 
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regular battalions being drawn up all 
around us, chiefly our own Madras Se- 
poys, with the Company's arms, wha 
had deſerted to Tippoo from the Car- 
natic. | 


We were conducted about a mile from 
the fort, and told we were to halt till 
the morning, and then to march to one - 
of our own ſettlements. Here we en- 
camped, and on the next morning, about 


five o'clock, the Nabob ſent for the Ge- 


neral, They met half way between the 


two camps, and at the ſame time the 
Nabob ſent Sutlers, with all manner of 
liquors and proviſions, of which the of- 
ficers and ſoldiers made liberal purchaſes, 
having taſted none of theſe delicacies 
within the fort. This, together with 
the circumſtance of the fort not having 
8 - 2 ſingle 
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a ſingle rupee in it, induced the Nabob 
to ſuſpect that we had made a diviſion 
of the booty; which he determined 
to make a plea for an infraction of the 
treaty. 


Finding the next morning that we 
were not to march, and that our Gene- 
ral was not returned, we began to be 
uneaſy about our ſituation ; and the 
more ſo, when on the thirtieth, our 
Field and Staff-officers, with all the Cap- 
tains, the Paymaſter and Commiſſary, 
were ſent for and detained. The Na- 
bob, however, to pacify us, diſpatched 
two Brachmans to us, with aſſurance 
that they ſhould all return the next day, 
That being the firſt of May, our eyes 
were fully opened as to the intention of 
the Nabob, when we were taken before 
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the Buckſhy or Paymaſter, and ordered 
to be ſearched before him; we were then 
ſtripped of our money, which, among 
the officers alone, amounted to forty. 
thouſand pagodas, beſides our watches 
horſes, camels, &c. They after- 
wards confined us in a large yard, and 
fed us upon a pennyworth of rice per 
diem, Having remained in this confine- 
ment for a few days, they tore our 
cloaths off in the moſt indecent manner, 
coupled us in irons two and two toge- 
ther, and marched us, in that manner, 
expoſed to the damps at night, and the 
heat of the ſun by day, afflited no leſs 
with hunger than thirſt, till they con- 
ducted us after ſixteen days march to a 
fort called Chittaldrong. 


This fort was ſituated on a barren 
mountain, where we had heavy irons 


put 
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put upon our legs, ten times more heavy 
than thoſe of the convicts, and our hand- 
irons taken off, Thirty of us, with 
two black girls, and ſeven ſervants, were 
confined in a room about thirty feet 
ſquare, with a yard of about ten feet; 
upon two pice a- day, and a ſeer of rice; 
out of which two pice we had to pay 
daily one for wood to dreſs our proviſi- 
ons. In this wretched ſituation we con- 
tinued till the twenty-third of March, 
1784, with the loſs of ſeven officers, 
who abſolutely died for want of nouriſn- 
ment and in irons. When an officer 
was declared dead, they uſed, without 
the leaſt ceremony, to drag him out by 
the heels, and throw him over the walls 
of the priſon, where we have often heard 
the tygers at night devouring them. Du- 
ring the whole time of our confinement 

N | I never 
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I never once ſaw the outſide of the door. 
However, at length, our troubles began 
to diſappear, for our irons were knock- 
ed off on the twenty- ſixth, and we join= (4 
ed at the bottom of the mountain the 


reſt of the Bidenore priſoners, and pro- 
ceeded on our march to the Carnatic, 


— 


As ſoon as we joined our brother 
ſoldiers, we were informed that the Na- 
bob had at one time given orders for —_-- 
the European priſoners to be put to 
death, 5 | 
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Immediately after he had taken us at 
Bednore, it ſeems he repaired to Man- 5 
galore, where Captain Nugent had juſt 
1 arrived with his battalion (and there 
gained immortal honour), who joined 


the garriſon, which conſiſted of one gre- 
nadier 
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nadier battalion, the eighth batalion of 
ſepoys, and the forty-ſecond regiment, 
befides about one hundred men from 
different corps, who had been left ſick, 


With this ſmall force did they hold 
out ſix months ; and for the laſt month, 
I can aſſure you as a fact, they were 
fighting in the ditch for frogs to eat, 
having no other ſubſiſtence left them. 


The ramparts were reduced to a le- 
vel with the ground; and in this criti- 
cal ſituation were they, when the news 
arrived of a peace between the French 
and Engliſh, when the former declared 
that they could carry arms no longer a- 
gainſt the latter. Tippoo endeavoured 
to prevail on them, both by promiſes 


and threats, to continue with him, and 
N 2 had 
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| had actually at one time ſurrounded 


them with his cannon ; but they boldly 
perſiſted in their refuſal, and the Na- 
bob being unable to carry on the ſiege 


without them, was obliged to accede 


to the peace. Two days before this he 
had ſent an order for all the priſoners 
to be put to death. The Brachmas, 


whom he diſpatched with this injunc- 
tion, firſt ſtopped at a fort called Dor- 


war, and delivered their meſſage to the 
Killidar, who, ſhocked at ſuch barbari- 
ty, told them, he imagined" there muſt 
be ſome miſtake, and that he would wait 
till he could get the order confirmed by 
the Nabob. The Brachmans told him 
their orders were peremptory, and muſt 


be obeyed. The Killidar finding them 


ſo obſtinate, directed the execution to 
begin, but to proceed but ſlowly. They 
acccordingly 
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| abcordingly commenced their barbarous 
work with the General's brother, and 
Mr. Wildon, The Killidar then wrote 
to the Nabob, and was defired to ſtop - 
till further orders; and the next day 
accounts arrived of a general pacifica- 
tion,” | 


